
Preparation for 

Adulthood 
A school perspective



Collingwood School and Media Arts College

We believe in entitlement for all.

All pupils and students of Collingwood should be allowed to explore 

and celebrate their talents; they should be stretched and 

challenged; and should be prepared for the next stages of their lives.

Collingwood values are victory, heroism and humanity.

Through an environment of trust and respect we want pupils to be 

courageous, bold, creative and curious. We want to celebrate 

individual uniqueness and give pupils the courage to progress or 

adapt to changing situations.



Collingwood is designated to meet the 

needs of students aged 2-19 yrs. with 

speech, language and communication 

difficulties, autism and behaviour and 

emotional disorders. Whilst it is 

impossible to identify the whole range of 

special needs we work with it is worth 

noting that we are particularly strong at 

meeting the needs of children with 

complex and multiple special 

educational needs, many specific 

medical conditions and syndromes, 

Autism, PDD, complex speech and 

language difficulties, physical disabilities 

and the needs of the emotionally 

vulnerable.



The school consists of three sites 

(Collingwood main site, Outdoor 

Learning and Vocational Centre – 

The Woodlands, 6th form college at 

the FUSE in Prudhoe), a community 

teaching service (three mobile 

classrooms) and Personal Education 

Centre



6th Form at The FUSE

The 6th Form is based at the FUSE in Prudhoe. They have access to a 

College environment, with specialist teaching and all students in the 6th 

form follow a personalised curriculum. There is a dedicated team of staff 

and specialist staff from Collingwood main site deliver courses 

depending on the requirements of the students.

There is a mini bus on site and the 6th form students have access to a 

range of enrichment and community experiences within the local area 

and Newcastle.



Full curriculum offer

GCSE pathway

Work experience

Options and Enrichment

Work with external partners (over 100)

Bespoke offers

Preparation for the next steps

Media

Our curriculum



Personal Development

Permeates everything that we do

Cultural capital

Supporting independence skills

Developing confidence and 
creativity

Building and developing lifelong 
skills

Recognition that adulthood and 
careers can be two separate 
things. 



Current Year 11

Working closely with Donna and 

Dawn to support pupils and families

Huge success with round 1, including 

a behind the scenes visit to Central 

Station!

Now moving onto round 2.

Independent Travel 

Training



Work Experience

Not the traditional two week block

Could be a short session with an 

employer, or weekly sessions

Starts in Primary with experience with 

partners (eg Northumberland Zoo)



-

Destinations

Azure

Buzz Learning

Choices College

Gateshead College

Kirkley Hall

Newcastle College

Northumberland College

Northumberland Skills

Tyne Met College





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnciQKGaiqE
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